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Dear Ms. Maxwell:

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s Final Order for Water Use Permit
5851 (issued September 16, 2016) and Paragraph 5.C.7 of Permit 5851 (issued
November 30, 2016) required Brazos River Authority (BRA) to perform a detailed
evaluation of whether the recently ended drought: (1) represents a drought worse than
the drought of record of the 1950s in the Brazos River Basin; and (2) decreases the
amount of water available for appropriation under Permit 5851. BRA was required to
provide a report documenting its findings nine months after the permit was issued.

BRA submitted its Drought Study report on June 16, 2017 and, after TCEQ review,
submitted revisions to the report on August 4, 2017. The report concluded that
although some parts of the BRA system did experience drought conditions worse than
the 1950s, the BRA System yield was not reduced; therefore, the appropriation under
Permit 5851 need not be reduced. TCEQ staff reviewed the report and supporting
documentation and agrees that the results of the study demonstrate that no reduction
in the amounts of water available under Permit 5851, as set out in Paragraphs 1.A. and
5.D.5, is required.

The Final Order required BRA to make changes to its Water Management Plan (WMP) to
conform to the Final Order. Permit 5851 (Paragraph 5.A.2.) also required BRA to revise
the WMP Accounting Plan. BRA submitted a Conformed WMP and a revised Accounting
Plan on March 21, 2018. TCEQ staff reviewed the Conformed WMP and revised
Accounting Plan and determined that BRA's submittals satisfied the requirements of
the Final Order and Water Use Permit 5851. These documents have been filed with the
TCEQ’s Chief Clerk.
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